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Base and brutish were it indeed to desert the barons of
England, who fight for the freedom of their land and
have chosen me to be their lord." And so in anger he
departed, and King Philip declared that he would
neither support nor hinder his going. On March 26,
Louis threw himself at his father's feet and implored
his permission to go, and his blessing on the expedi-
tion. Philip secretly gave him leave and blessed him.
It must have been clear to all Europe that he approved
the expedition, but he took no steps to support it.
He watched the campaign with keen interest, but
stood rigidly aloof. This did not satisfy Innocent
III. He was now pledged to assist John as his own
vassal. His threats induced Philip, if we may believe
William the Breton, to declare all the lands of his
son and the barons who had accompanied him for-
feit to the crown. But in spite of this, Innocent sent
letters threatening, if not actually pronouncing, the
excommunication of the French king. Still Philip
persevered in his neutral attitude. There is no sign of
his interference till after John's death and Louis's defeat
and the desertion of the barons, when an urgent appeal
reached him for aid. "Is William, the Marshal still
alive?" he asked. And when he heard that he still
lived, "Then is my son safe," he said5 for he knew not
that the Marshal had now gone over to the young
Henry. He would not himself send aid, but left it to
Blanche, his son's vigorous and devoted wife, to procure
assistance. The utter defeat of the succours, and the
capture and death of Eustace the Monk, made Louis's
cause hopeless. Philip must have smiled grimly when
he learnt that his son had pledged himself by treaty to